Ehrlich ascites cells activate the alternative pathway of the human complement system.
Incubation of Ehrlich ascites cells with normal or C1q or C2 deficient human sera results in killing of the cells. Killing occurred also in the absence of free Ca++, which supported by the fact that factor B and C3 were cleaved, leads to the conclusion that the alternative pathway of the complement system is activated on the surface of the Ehrlich ascites cells.